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SHELLS OF HERKIMER AND ADJACENT COUNTIES IN THE STATE OF 

NEW YORK. 

BY JAMES LEWIS. 

At various times I have prepared eatalogiies and other papers 
relating to the shells of this region. The latest eatalogiies of 
shell-bearing molliisea of Herkimer and adjaeent eoiinties was 
printed in the Proeeedings of the Aeademy of Natural Seienees 
in 18G0. Sinee that date several speeies have been found whieh 
previously had not been notieed. Correetions have also been 
made of speeies wrongly named. 

A few rare land-shells have been deteeted in obseure retreats, 
where the progress of eivilization has not reaehed them. For con- 
venieuee of referenee I arrange the speeies alphat)etieally, without 
following the most reeent elassifieation, my objeet being geogra- 
jMcal distribution rather than elassifieation. 

Amnicola Cincinnatiensis ? Anthony. 

Erie Canal and Mohawk Kiver. In the rivers, this shell some- 
times attains remarkable size. Speeimens submitted to Mr. Tryon 
were pronouneed to be Cincinnatiensis or neiv, I do not feel dis- 
posed to quote this as a new speeies on aceount of its size, for the 
reason that other shells not reeognized as new speeies sometimes 
attain remarkable size in this region. 

A. lustrica, Say. 

Sehuyler’s Lake, Otsego County; Little Lakes, Herkimer 
County ; Smith’s Pond, Litehfield, Herkimer County ; Erie Canal. 

The shells found in Eric Canal are doubtlessly introdueed. 
Have been seen there only on one oecasion (1869). 

A. pallida, Ilald. 

Lakes, rivers, and eanal. I eaii distinguish these shells from 
those shells of Massaehusetts ealled A. porata^ Say, by Gould, 
only by their eolor, due to loeality. 

Ancylus fuscus, Adams. 

Sehuyler’s Lake and Little Lakes, New York. 

Ancylus parallelus, Hald. 

Sehuyler’s Lake and Little Lakes, New York. 

18 t 2 .j 
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Ancylus tardus, Say, 

Mohawk Iliver. Found under stones along the margin of the 
stream at low water. I have found them only during the fall 
months. Xone could he found in IStl. 

Anodonta edentula, Say. 

Mohawk Fiver and Erie Canal ; also streams running south to 
the Susquehanna Fiver. 

Anodonta fluviatilis, Lea. 

In ponds and streams near Schuyler’s Lake. 

Anodonta imbecilis, Say. 

Erie Canal. Yery scarce and small. 

Anodonta lacustris, Lea. 

Schuyler’s Lake, Little Lakes, Smith’s Pond, and a small pond 
at Herkimer, small variety occurs in a marshy creek on the 
hills eight miles south of Mohawk. 

Anodonta Lewisii, Lea. ‘ 

p]rie Canal and ]\Iohawk Fiver. During the last ten years this 
species has been very nearly exterminated in the canal, affected, no 
doubt, by chemicals introduced in the armory sewage at Ilion. 
Anodonta subcylindracea, Lea. 

Erie Canal, Mohawk Fiver, and ponds at Herkimer. Xot 
abundant. 

Anodonta undulata. 

Eric Canal and Mohawk Fiver. Scarce. 

Bytbinella obtusa, Lea. 

Erie Canal and Moha^Yk Fviver. In the rivers this species some- 
times grows very large ; it is usually much larger here than spe- 
cimens I have seen from other localities. 

Carychium exiguum, Say. 

On moist land in the Valley of the jMohawdv. I have not found 
it abundant elsewhere. 

Goniobasis livescens, Menke. 

Erie Canal and ]Mohawk Fiver. The shells vary, exceeding! 3', 
under the influences of station. The shells are characterized 
liere as elsewhere by a weak epidermis, easil}^ worn off. The 
species has, no doubt, been introduced from western waters bj^ 
wa}^ of the canal. It is extremely^ abundant on rocks and hard- 

[July 16, 



NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 



99 



elaj banks in the aNFoliawk River, preferring swift water. I have 
110 doubt a variety of this speeies furnished the type of Mr. Tiyon’s 
Gon, Ilaldemani. 

Goniobasis virginica, GmeHn. 

Common enough in the canal at long intervals. lias no doubt 
been introdueed sinee 1856. Is said to abound in the ITudson 
River, and in streams near Rufialo. Is very seldom found in the 
Mohawk River. 

In 1811 I found speeimens which attain nearly the size of adults 
of this speeies, but whieh exhibit colors and forms somewhat 
unlike it. Thej" seem to blend the colors of Trypanostoma imh. 
ulare and Goniobasis livescens^ and approximate the form and 
size of Gon, virginica, 1 am persuaded bj" the eireumstanees 
attending them that they are hybi'ids,, and probably derived from 
Gon, virginica,^ and perhaps both the other tw^o niollusca just 
named. The supposed hybrids are not found apart from virginica. 
Feeling unwilling to assume the responsibility of suggesting hy- 
hridity in a case whieh others might have settled by proposing a 
new species, I submitted speeimens to Mr. Charles M. AVheatley 
for his opinion. I feel privileged to sa}^ that Mr. Wheatlej^ assents 
to my view respeeting the shells. 

Helix albolabris, Say. 

A eommon speeies. A variety with a tooth is found in the 
town of Litchfield. A single reversed specimen was found near 
Mohawk in June, 1811. 

Helix alternata, Say. 

This is the most abundant Helix of this region. It does not 
offer any notable varieties. 

Helix arborea, Say.- 

Formerl}^ somewhat abundant, but now extremel}" rare in the 
valley of the Mohawk. 

Helix cbersina, Say. 

Damp grounds along the valley of the Mohawk. This speeies 
is rare, and very few have been seen for many years. 

Helix concava, Say. 

Somewhat abundant in damp ravines. 

Helix dentifera, Binney. 

Found in ravines in the town of Litehfield (1811). Onlj" a very 
1872.] 
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few specimens have been found. Some of these have the reflected 
margin of the aperture of a beautiful rose coloi’. 

Helix electrina, Gould. 

Formerly abundant, but now quite scarce. 

Helix fallax, Say. 

Two specimens from Litchfield (1871), appear to belong to this 
species. They differ essentially from the variety of tridentata 
found here — heretofore regarded as fallax. 

Helix fuliginosa, Griffith. 

Abundant in some of the ravines in Litchfield. 

Helix hirsuta, Say. 

I have never found this species. Col. E. Jewett, of Utica, in- 
forms me he had found it several years ago near New Hartford. 

Helix indentata, Say. 

Always rare. It has not been found for several years. 

Helix intertexta, Binney. 

Found in ravines and on hillsides shaded by poplars. It is not 
a very abundant species, but may usually be obtained in the 
months of July and August. 

Helix ligera, Say. 

I have found a single specimen only. Dr. William Brown, of 
Litchfield, has half a dozen specimens taken from under an old 
fence on a hill in Litchfield. The shells are smaller than typical 
ligera and the apex is less pointed. It may be placed between 
typical ligera and demissa.^ and seems to identify these forms as 
varieties of one type. 

Helix lineata, Say. 

A rare species. Scarcely twenty living specimens have been 
found since 1854.* [Since the above was written. Dr. Brown has 
presented numerous specimens found in Litchfield.] 

Helix inornata, Say. 

Common in ravines. Apparently more abundant than in former 
years. 

Helix minuscula, Birmey. 

A rare species. Wet land in the Mohawk Valley. 
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Helix minutissima, Lea. 

A few specimens have been found in Litchfield by Dr. Brown 
(1871). 

Helix nitida, Mull. 

Usually found abundantly on wet ground, near streams, ponds, 
and lakes. More common in the valley of the Mohawk. 

Helix palliata, Say. 

Xot abundant. Occurs somewhat more plentifully in the Litch- 
field ravines than elsewhere. 

Helix perspectiva, Say. 

Litchfield; very scarce. (1871.) 

Helix pulchella, Meill. 

Common on damp soil in many localities. 

Helix Sayii, Binney. 

Common in ravines, but not so abundant as to be found with- 
out laborious search. 

Helix striatella, Anthony. 

Sometimes very numerous in the valley; usually not abundant 
elsewhere. 

Helix tridentata, Say. 

A small variety. Common in ravines. 

Helix thyroides, Say. 

Seen only in the Mohawk Yalley. Col. Jewett, of Utica, finds 
this species abundant and associated with alholahris by the side 
of the railroad embankment, seven miles east of Utica. The few 
specimens I have found occurred in an alder swamp west of the 
Mohawk. 

Lymnaea catascopium, Say. 

Erie Canal and Mohawk Biver. I have seen a few shells, evi- 
dentl}^ referable to this species, in a small lake in the south part 
of Herkimer Count3^ 

Lymnaea columella, Say. 

Lakes. Not abundant. 

Lymnaea desidiosa, Say. 

Common. 

Lymnaea elodes, Say. 

Stagnant water in various localities. 

1872.] 
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Lymnsea gracilis, Say. 

Seluiyler’s Lake. At times very abundant. Usually searee. 
Lymnsea bumilis, Say. 

Less abundant than desidiosa. 

Lymnsea pallida, Adams. 

Little lakes. Yery searee. 

Lymnaea stagnalis. Say. 

Traees of this speeies have been found in the lakes elsewhere 
named. A single dried speeimen (with the soft parts) was found 
in the Erie Canal, spring of 18tl. Probably introdueed from 
Cayuga Lake.? 

Lymnaea umbilicata, Adams. 

Xone have been seen for many years. All that have been found 
inhabited a pool of stagnant \vater in a wood lot that has long 
sinee been eleared, and the pool dried up. 

Margaritana marginata. Say. 

Erie Canal and ^Mohawk River; not abundant. 
llaVgaritana rugosa, Barnes. 

More abundant than the preeeding, in the same localities. 
Margaritana undulata. Say. 

Single speeimens have been found in the Erie Canal and Mo- 
hawk River. The speeies abounds in streams emptying into 
Sell udder’s Lake. 

Melantbo decisus, Say. 

Inhabits Sehuyler’s Lake and Little Lakes without any asso- 
eiate speeies. Found also in the Erie Canal and Mohawdv River 
with the two species next named. A few reversed speeimens have 
been found. 

Melantbo integer, Say. 

The operele of the adult has the form of that of M, ponderosus 
Say. I am inclined to regard these shells as varieties of pondc, 
roHus, Reversed and malformed speeimens oeeur sometimes in 
eonsiderable numbers in the Erie Canal. Largest shell found is 
over two inches long. 

Melantbo rufus, Ilaldeman. 

This speeies, as well as integer^ has evidently been introdueed 
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fiere, but at a more reeent date. I^o shells of this speeies have 
been found here earlier than 1855, since whieh time they have 
gradually inereased in size and numbers. The largest shell 3 ’et 
found is 1.83 inehes long. It is in the collection of Mr. Charles 
M. Wheatley, of Phcenixville, Pa. 

Pliysa heterostropha, Say. 

Common in rivers and streams; also in stagnant water. Some 
of the varieties simulate the forms of gyrina^ ancillaria^ and inte- 
gro., but I do not think, from all I have seen, that either of those 
species ean be entered here. 

Physa hypnorum, Drap. 

A small variety. Not eommon. 

Planorbis armigerus, Say. 

Sometimes very abundant in stagnant water. It is not eoiistant 
in the stations where found. 

Planorbis bicarinatus, Say. 

Erie Canal, Mohawk River, Sehuyler’s Lake, Little Lakes, and 
Smith’s Pond. Shells found in Smith’s Poud are veiy white, like 
ivoiy. Those found in Little Lakes are small and pale, but not so 
white as those of Smith’s Pond. 

Planorbis campanulatus, Say. 

Lakes and ponds. The few found in Smith’s Pond are white, 
like bicarinatus in the same pond. 

Planorbis deflectus, Say. 

Lakes. Not abundant. 

Planorbis exacutus, Say. 

Lakes. Not abundant. 

Planorbis parvus, Say. 

Stagnant water. Sometimes (rarely) abundant. 

Planorbis trivolvis, Say. 

Canal, rivers, lakes, and stagnant water. 

Planorbis hirsutus, Say. 

Schuyler’s Lake. Rare. 

Pisidium abditum, Ilaldeman. 

I think P. variahile^ Prime, may be ineluded under this speeies 
as a synonym. The shells oceur in a great variety" of stations. 
1872.] 
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Pisidium aequilaterale, Prime. 

Ditches and Erie Canal. Sometimes plenty. 

Pisidium compressum, Prime. 

p]rie Canal and Mohawk Eiver ; also lakes and ponds. 

Pisidium ventricosum, Prime. 

The shells of this region are between veMricosum and subrotun- 
datum^ Prime. I am inclined to believe sub7^otundatnm is a small 
variety of ventricosum. My local specimens were obtained from 
a stagnant pool near Mohawk, and from Little Lakes. 

Pisidium virgiuicum, Bgt. 

Erie Canal and Mohawk River. 

Pupa contracta, Say. 

Damp fiat lands, Mohawk Valley. 

Pupa pentodou, Say. 

Damp flat lands, Mohawk Valley. 

Somatogyrus subglobosus, Say. 

Erie Canal. Introduced since 18G0. This species comes from 
tlie west, and in a very few years has become numerically more 
abundant than any other mollusc in the canal. 

Sphserium croceum, Lewis. 

I described this species many years ago. Mr. Prime puts it in 
the synonyms of one of his species {S. seciu'e). Since the publi- 
eation of Mr. Prime’s papers I have had opportunity to study S. 
C 7 'oceum^ and find it in very diflerent eireumstances from those 
which determine the habits of S. secure, typical specimens of which 
I have collected in Massachusetts. My shells are found usually 
in coarse angular gravel anchored by a byssus. They are more 
abundant in a small stream that connects the two “ Little Lakes” 
in the south part of this county than elsewhere. 

Spbaerium fabale, Prime. 

Small stream in the town of Litchfield, Herkimer County (head- 
waters of the XJnadilla River). Found in the fall of 1871. Brought 
to notice by Dr. Litchfield. 

Spbaerium occidentale, Prime. 

Stagnant waters, subject to diying. Not unusually found alive 
in the 6oil of dried stations. 
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Spliserium rosaceum, Prime. 

This shell I proposed as “ Gyclas errans^'^^ a number of j^ears 
ago. Mr. Prime puts it iu his syiioii^uny of 8, i^oaaceum. It seems 
to me, however, that the habits of this molluse are more like those 
of S. j^artumeium^ Sa}", which species is usiiall}^ found in stagnant 
water, while Mr. Prime’s rosaceum is a river shell, shells are 
the most fragile of their class that 1 have seen. From 1113 ’ present 
knowledge of species and their habits, I am induced now to reclaim 
my species. I have found these shells usuall}^ adhering to the 
trunks of the ‘‘dwarf button-ball” growing in a stagnant pool ; a 
more solid variety sometimes occurs in ditches. 

Spliserium simile, Say. 

Lakes. Abundant. 

Sphseriuin solidulum, Prime. 

Mohawk River. Xot plentjL 

Spliaerium striatinum, Lamarck. 

Mr. Say’s description of Gyclas edeniula^ if read with the mi- 
derstauding that his idea of the anterior and posterior of bivalves 
was the reverse of the present usage, will be found to accord to 
the shells here referred to. This species occurs in the outlet of 
Schuyler’s Lake, in swift water among gravely while 8. simile 
occurs ill still water in mud in the same stream. A recent writer 
supposes striatinum to be the young simile. This is an error. 
8. striatinum occurs as far east as the Connecticut River at Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, and is found in many of the larger streams 
in Xew York, Ohio, and States westward. Is veiy abundant in 
the Erie Canal, less so in the Mohawk River. It has been found 
in Oneida Lake. (F. E. Spinner.) 

Spliserium transversum, Say. 

Sometimes abundant in the canal. A few may be found in late 
summer months in the Mohawk River. Evidently a western spe- 
cies, introduced, though known since 1853 to inhabit the canal. 

Succinea aurea] Lea, 

A small, orange-colored species found sometimes in the month 
of June around the “Little Lakes” may be aurea. The species- 
has not been authoritatively determined. 

Succinea avara, Say. 

A large variet}^, sometimes 11-20 inch long, is found on the moist 
muddy banks of the Mohawk River, sometimes very plenty, some- 
8 
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times rare. Smaller shells abound along water-margins on the 
hill regions south, at Little Lakes, and at Schu^der’s Lake. Dr. 
Brown finds it in Litehfield. 

Succinea obliqua, Say. 

Damp, shaded grounds along the Mohawk. This species is 
sometimes found on vegetation and trees, several feet from the 
ground. S. ToUeniana^ Lea, has similar habits, and has been found 
on apple-trees or hill-sides near woods. 

Succinea ovalis, Gould. 

Margins of ditches, river banks, lake-sliores, &c. Sometimes 
very abundant. 

Succinea Totteniana, Lea. 

Inhabits ravines and bill-sides, wooded. Is nearly as large as 
obliqua j and has similar arborial habits. 

Trypanostoma subulare, Lea. 

Erie Canal and Mohawk Biver. Prefers still water and a muddy 
slope. Very abundant. 

Unio cariosus, Say. 

Mohawk Biver and Erie Canal. Searce. 

TJnio complanatus, Lea. 

Canal, rivers, muddy streams, &e., but not in lakes. Our most 
abundant species. 

TJnio lutiolus, Lam. 

Mohawk Biver. Erie Canal, rarely. It is probably more abun- 
dant in the river a few miles below Little Falls. 

TJnio radiatus, Lam. 

Lakes. The onl}^ Unio found in Little Lakes and Sehuyler’s 
Lake, though comijlanatus oeeiirs in the outlet of Schu3der^s Lake, 
and in streams empt^dng into the lake. 

Dnio Tappanianus, Lea. 

Mohawk Biver. Abundant only at times. Some eause not un- 
derstood makes them scarce oiil}^ in exceptional seasons, as is the 
case with man}’ other molluscs. 

Valvata tricarinata, Say. 

Erie Canal, Mohawk Biver, Scliu}der’s Lake, and Little Lakes. 
In Little Lakes” the shells are varied ; bicarinata and simplex^ 
oceiirring as prevailing forms in the upper lake ; along the marshy 
borders F. sincera^ Sa^^, oceurs. I am disposed to believe sincera 
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is only a vnrietj" of tricai'inata ; and it owes its deviation from 
the usual forms to the influence of station. “ V. ^incera^'’ is found ' 
in ma Tithes in Michigan. 

Vertigo Bollesiana, Morse. 

On vegetation l\y roadside, margin of a swamp in Litchfield, 
1871. Those I have are from Dr. Brown. 

Vertigo milium ? Gould, 

A small species is sometimes found among the drift floated by 
the rivers at high water in the spring, near Mohawk. 

Vertigo ovata, Say. 

Litchfield, with V. Bollesiana^ 1871. It may possibly also 
occur in the valley; but specimens heretofore regarded as this 
species were referred by Morse to the following species. 

Vertigo ventricosa, Morse. 

Sometimes found alive in bogs. Oftener found dead in the higlu 
water drift floated into windrows b^" the river. 

Vitrina limpida, Gould. 

In November and December, 1864, I found immense numbers 
of large, fine specimens of this Vitrina along the shaded slopes of 
a ditch on the flats near Mohawk. The soft parts were veiy dark. 
Since that time no specimens of Vib'ina have been seen near Mo- 
hawk though repeated search has been made for them. Dr. Brown, 
of Litchfield, finds Vitrina in his yard. Ilis residence is on a rich 
soil, the eastern slope of a hill, at an elevation supposed to be 
about 1260 feet above the sea-level. Ilis specimens are not nu- 
merous, but arc apparently i)erennial.^ 

Vivipara contectoides, W. C. Binney. 

A colony (from Illinois) planted in the Erie Canal, fall of 1867, 
is now thriving. A few specimens were found there in the spring 
of 1871, remarkable for their beauty and perfect development. 

Zua luhrica, Leach. 

Stations are numerous, but shells not abundant. 

[Mohawk, N. Y., Jan. 15, 1872. 

‘ Since the preceding notes were written, Dr. Brown has presented nu- 
merous large adult specimens taken late in the fall of 1871. The shells are 
apparently identical with those of the colony of 1804, but are not so pale — 
being slightly tinged with green. The soft parts of Dr. Brown’s speci- 
mens are not so <lark as those found in 1864. Similar variations in color 
have been observed in the soft parts of well-known species of Succinea. 



